
Protocol for Addressing Previously Unidentified 

‘Hotspots’ of Contamination  

There is a possibility that an unknown area of soil contamination may be encountered during excavation 
works. Should an area of contamination be identified by visual or olfactory means the following 
procedure will be followed: 

▲ Immediately stop all works in the area where contamination is suspected; 

▲ Immediately inform the Site Agent who should then contact the Environmental Consultant; 

▲ The Environmental Consultant will provide a verbal response outlining immediate actions with 
regard to Site Health and Safety and to limit the potential for contaminants to migrate; 

▲ The Environmental Consultant will judge each occurrence on merit and should it be deemed 
necessary. The Environmental Consultant will attend Site to oversee the removal of the ‘hotspot’ 
and collect validation samples; 

▲ Any excavated material should be isolated from all other material at the Site, on plastic sheeting 
and covered with plastic sheeting until the material can be tested for contamination and an 
appropriate disposal route can be identified; 

▲ Any ‘hotspot’ stockpiles and excavations should be fenced off, have appropriate signage and their 
locations recorded on a Site drawing; 

▲ Should any excavated material be required to be disposed of at an off-Site location, the material 
will be isolated from all other material at the Site prior to disposal at a suitably licensed facility.  All 
documentation associated with the movement and disposal of any such material will be supplied to 
The Environmental Consultant, including waste transfer documentation; 

▲ Subject to appropriate Site Health & Safety controls (typically comprising fencing off the excavation) 
the excavation will remain open until the validation has been completed.  Alternatively, for Site 
Health & Safety reasons, it may be necessary to backfill the excavation with Site derived material.  
In this case, the location of the excavation will be accurately recorded and the excavation reopened 
if required, based on the validation results; and 

▲ The Regulatory Authorities shall be informed by the Environmental Consultant of any remedial 
activities required and associated validation testing results.  Representatives of these organisations 
may also wish to visit the Site. 

 


